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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

Display Conditions: 

That when the publication is on public display, the classification given to the publication 
must be shown on the publication or any package in which the publication is kept. 

and 

That the publication must be publicly displayed only in a sealed package. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The magazine Cannabis Culture Apr.May 2004 is classified as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

This classification is based on the extent and degree to which, and the manner in 
which, the magazine promotes or encourages criminal activity, namely the cultivation 
and use of cannabis. 

The magazine is published in Canada and is a forum for social and political views on 
cannabis. It is intended for adults with a specific interest in cannabis law reform issues. 
A small proportion of the magazine is made up of material designed to assist growers 
and users. However, the most significant influence on the dominant effect of the 
magazine is the editorial content, made up largely of reports and commentary that 
consistently advocates legalisation of cannabis. The Office of Film and Literature 
Classification does not consider the coincidental provision of information on cannabis 
use and cultivation outweighs the valid expression of political views. 

However, the potential exists for young persons with little knowledge of the current law, 
or of the effects and consequences of cannabis use, to misinterpret the magazine’s 
general advocacy of law reform as an invitation to break the law. A restriction to adult 
readers, who will be well aware that cannabis use and cultivation is illegal in New 
Zealand, is therefore required to minimise the likelihood of injury to the public good. 
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In terms of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990, a ban is neither reasonable nor 
demonstrably justified. However, a likelihood of injury arising from the availability of the 
publication to children and young persons has been identified. Restricting the 
availability of Cannabis Culture Apr.May 2004 to adults limits the rights of New 
Zealanders to access reading material of their choice but, in this instance, represents 
the minimum interference with the freedom of expression that is consistent with 
preventing injury to the public good. 
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